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The Power of the Empty Grave

Colossians 2:13-15

You were dead because of your sins and
because your sinful nature was not yet
cut away. Then God made you alive
with Christ, for He forgave all our
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sins.  He canceled the record of the
charges against us and took it away

by nailing it to the cross.  In this way,
He disarmed the spiritual rulers and

authorities. He shamed them publicly
by His victory over them on the cross.

Peace that Crushes Satan Under Our Feet
by Angela O'Dell

Most of us are familiar with the verses of Ephesians 6:10-18, which outline
Paul's thoughts about the armor of God. We know that the TRUTH (what God
says about everything) should be used to support our core. We know that our
hearts need to be covered and protected with the breastplate of righteousness
(imputed: given to us as a gift by Jesus Himself, and practical: chosen
obedience to Him). We are aware that the helmet of Salvation covers and
protects our minds from the attacks of the evil one - and helps us filter our
thoughts and hold them accountable to the truth (2 Corinthians 10:5). We are
familiar with the faith-shield that, if held in front of us, will protect us from the
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carefully-aimed arrows hurled at us at the most surprising moments. We know
that our Sword is the Word of God, alive and active and able to perform with
precision, the necessary spiritual surgery on our souls. We know that all of the
Armor belongs to the All Powerful, All Mighty, All Knowing I AM...

But today, I want to focus on the SHOES of this whole outfit... The Shoes of
the Peace of the Gospel. Just like the other parts of this armor, these shoes
are not a fashion accessory. They aren't cute little strappy sandals or non-
supportive flats. NO indeed. These shoes are tough. They are sturdy. They are
the type of foot-ware that a seasoned soldier needs to protect her legs and feet,
as well as enable her to traverse rocky terrain without losing her grip and
falling. I want you to think about these shoes as a mixture between soccer
cleats and knee-high army hiking boots. This tough-as-nails foot-gear is made
up of something extremely surprising. I love how Romans 16:20 describes it:
peace that crushes Satan under our feet. Just stop for a moment and think
about this... 

Because of what Christ did on that cross, we have the power and the PEACE
through our divine adoption to crush the enemy under our feet. In every area of
our lives, we have the POWER of PEACE. In our marriages, we have the
power of peace. In our homeschools, we have the power of peace. In our
parenting, we have the power of peace. We are on the winning team. The
grave is empty, and the places of death and darkness in our lives are
conquered through the blood of the Lamp and by the word of our testimonies.
Our dry bones have come alive, we have the blood of Jesus running through
our veins, and we belong to GOD. 

"Forever I was changed, when You wrote Your Name in my veins..."
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How many fathers have given up their sons for us? 
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Sometimes we look at our lives and think, "I'm such a mess. How can I ever really change? I have so

many bad habits and life patterns that I feel hopeless." I know that I've felt this way, and I would be

willing to bet that you have as well. This month, I want to encourage all of us with what could be a life-

changing challenge...

Because of what Jesus did on the cross, we don't have to try to change ourselves. What we do have to do

is yield to His work in our lives. We don't have to muster the strength to make ourselves better. We do

have to recognize that we can't ever do enough to make ourselves even a tiny crumb better. Instead, we

have to make our lives an altar to God, and then we have to call down the GLORY of God like Elijah. [The

Homeschool focus section of this newsletter goes into depth about this particular Bible story.]

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 7: 15 - 25 
I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it. Instead, I do

what I hate. 16 But if I know that what I am doing is wrong, this shows that I agree that the

law is good. 17 So I am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.18 And I

know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.[d] I want to do what is right,
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but I can’t. 19 I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I

do it anyway. 20 But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is

sin living in me that does it.21 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to

do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 22 I love God’s law with all my heart. 23 But

there is another power[e] within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a

slave to the sin that is still within me. 24 Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free

me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? 25 Thank God! The answer is in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Here's the challenge: choose one specific area in our lives where we want to see victory - where we want

to see burned up by GLORY OF GOD. I want each of us to write it down (it doesn't have to be in an

obvious place). Then I want us to follow these steps: pray for God to show us why we constantly stumble

in this area. Is there something that we have not repented for? Is this simply a symptom of a bigger area

of struggle? Let's ask God to really show each of us why there is a "stronghold" in our lives in this area.

Next, let's write: THE ANSWER IS IN JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD! in big lettering over the top of the area we

wrote down. Next, every single day, let's dedicate ourselves to bringing this area of our lives under the

authority of Christ. Let's remind the enemy that he was defeated at the cross and at that EMPTY GRAVE.

Send down Your glory, God! 

 

This is a transcription of a Facebook Live video that my friend, Randy Pratt, did
in the Moms of Master Books FB group... 

We [our family] have been part of the homeschooling community for over twenty years. We love

the culture. We love the community. They are near and dear to us. But for a lot of years, I’ve

noticed, something is missing in the homeschool community…

[At a recent convention] I met a mom with two kids, and they were really good kids - I could just

tell, they were amazing kids. They were well-mannered, they were well-spoken, they were

appropriate on all levels. But as the mom kept talking to me, she kept saying, “I just want my kids

to have a passion for God.” And you could kind of see it…It was like it was this missing puzzle

piece. 
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In the homeschooling community, we have a lot of really good kids. They’re good “churchies,”

they’re good citizens, they’re just good people. But there’s that one component that is still

missing. Even a�er 20 years of being involved with the homeschooling community, I’m watching

a lot of the kids become adults, and still, there’s this piece that’s still missing. 

I realize that we are so good at preparing our kids. Let me bring it to a Bible story. 

King Ahab and Jezebel were in power, and Elijah the prophet was stirring up trouble for them

because they were leading the nation away from God. We come to this place where Elijah has a

confrontation with Ahab. So it’s in 1 Kings 18:20 - 39. [ESV]

20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount

Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping

between two di�erent opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And

the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am le� a

prophet of the Lord, but Baal's prophets are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let

them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to

it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24 And you call

upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the Lord, and the God who answers

by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.” 

25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first,

for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the

bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning

until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they

limped around the altar that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry

aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or

perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves a�er

their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday

passed, they raved on until the time of the o�ering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No

one answered; no one paid attention.

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him.

And he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down.31 Elijah took twelve stones,

according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came,

saying, “Israel shall be your name,”32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of

the Lord. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs[a] of

seed. 33 And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he

said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt o�ering and on the wood.”34 And he said,

“Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they

did it a third time. 35 And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water.
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36 And at the time of the o�ering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said,

“O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and

that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O Lord,

answer me, that this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their

hearts back.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt o�ering and the wood and

the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the

people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.”

So here’s Elijah who says, “You call out to your god, and I’ll call out to God. The one who answers

will be the one that we serve.” There’s a powerful confrontation setting up here. 

[The altar that these false prophets had set up and all of the stu� they did to try to get their gods

attention] is so symbolic of the culture that we have where the education system has prepared

this elaborate, humanistic sacrifice. And they’re waiting for it to come to life.

So here is my observation. In the homeschool community, we are good at building and preparing

altars. We choose the right curriculum, the right environment, we take away all of the things that

could be a hinderance to raising our children right. 

This is what we need in the homeschool movement… We need God to show up like He did when

Elijah prayed. Our curriculum choices are so important, the environment that we have is so

important, but what we really need is GOD to show up. So, at the convention, I’m watching these

kids, who so beautiful, and so good, but there’s just that piece missing…it’s like, as soon as God

shows up, it’s just like what happened when God showed up when Elijah prayed… “the people

fell face down on the ground and they cried out that LORD HE is God. Yes, HE is God.” 

When my wife asked me what I was going to talk about today on this video, and I said, “the Glory

of God, but I don’t intend to cry, she said, ‘yeah, good luck!’” 

My cry is that all of these prepared altars… that we as parents and we as leaders in the

homeschool community, that we would begin to step back from the altars - step back from

building for a moment, and say “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this

day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at

your word. Oh Lord, answer me, so these people will know that YOU are Lord, that YOU are the

God who bring them back to yourself.” 

So while we have all of these altars, and it’s so important that we prepare for the Glory of God, it’s

only God Himself who can bring the glory. And so it is my prayer that we begin asking for THAT.

Lord, reveal Yourself to our children. 

 
Randy Pratt is the husband of

Kristen, who was the guest writer
last month. Kristen and Randy are
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the parents of nine children, are
homeschool veterans of more than
two decades, and are active in the

development of Master Books
curriculum. 

Has God been doing something amazing in your life that would encourage,
strengthen, and unify the community? If you would like to share it with the other

moms, email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org, and I’ll share it in an upcoming Journal. 
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My young friend, I invite you to a larger-than-life LIFE... 

"I'm really tired of mediocre," the words came from a rambunctious and bubbly teenage girl in

my group. 

"What do you mean by 'mediocre'?" I asked, quite honestly a little surprised to hear this

statement from this particular girl - she was the outgoing, popular one in the group. 

"I mean. There has to be something besides just doing the same thing every day and trying to

survive our teen years. Trying to keep things even and calm as much as possible...ya know. Trying

to keep the drama and stress level down. Trying to not have to feel the pain of life too much. But

still be a Christian..." she said, on the verge of tears. My heart went out to her. I've been

there...afraid to live, yet hating the results of shallow living. I've learned the value of investing

past my point of comfort... 

Maybe you've felt this way too. Maybe you're the kind of person who longs to be noticed...but not

too much. To get enough attention to feel valid, but not so much that everyone is paying

attention to you all of the time - because that's too much pressure. Maybe you want to stand out -

yet also fit in. Maybe you say you want to live your dreams, but you don't want to admit you

haven't the slightest idea what that dream is. Perhaps, like the girls in my group, you are tired of

mediocre, middle of the road living, but are afraid to leave that comfort zone. 

As I looked into the faces of these beautiful, Christian teen girls, I realized that they were feeling

the yearning - the crying out - for the something that has been encoded into their very DNA...for

God to fill the soul-hole that only HE can fill. You see, when God fills that hole, there is no room

for mediocrity. There is no room for just getting by. There is no room for fitting in and just getting

by. 

The world tells us that we have what it takes to "fulfill our dreams and purpose." Satan tries to

sell us the lie that we have it inside of ourselves, that if we dig deeper and pull ourselves up by

our bootstraps, something miraculous will happen, and we will magically become strong

enough. But here’s the thing. This is a lie from the father of lies. Satan knows that if he can get us

to focus on ourselves and our supposed strength, he will get us to completely disregard our true

source of strength. Satan tries to get us to plug into our own strength because he knows that if

we plug ourselves into the true power source, we will know the truth - that we were created for

so much more. The hole will be filled. Our lives will stand out. Mediocrity will not even be in our

vocabulary, let alone our live. 

Our purpose is not to live our dreams. It is something MUCH bigger than that. Our purpose to live

THE dream that HE has had for us since the beginning of time. His box is so much bigger than

ours - HIS is grand enough to hold the entire universe. 

Do you want to live a life as big as the universe? 

We have to break out of the tiny comfort of our own dreams and comfort. Humble ourselves and
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see what the KING can do with us. 

My young friend, I invite you to a larger-than-life LIFE... Because THE GRAVE IS EMPTY. The enemy of

your soul is defeated. You are the child of the KING...not just a king...THE King. The Servant King, who

wrapped Himself in human flesh, spent 33 years walking the very soil that He created, and then

allowed Himself to by nailed to a cross to die a criminal's death. Why? Why would a KING do this?

Because HE Never wanted to see you enslaved to fear, sin, and a small powerless life. He did all of this

so you, my friend, could stomp on your enemy's neck. There is nothing mediocre about a WARRIOR's

life.

If you ever need someone to pray for you and/or to just listen, please either message me through

my contact form, or email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org. 

"You are not the artist; you are the canvas."

"[C]an I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter’s
hand, so are you in my hand." God in Jeremiah 18. 

FREE Resources...

Here are two coloring pages created by my daughter, Kylah. 

Coloring Page #1
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Angela is the author of the popular Master

Books curriculum, Math Lessons for a Living Education,

America's Story, and The World's Story, as well as a

number of self-published titles. Her passion for helping

others lead lives centered on the Truth of God's Word has

led her into the life coaching ministry and industry.

She is currently working towards her Masters' level Life

Coaching Certification through the AACC and IBCC,

specializing in Leadership Coaching, Child Development,

Parenting, and Family ministry.  You can keep up on her

latest events and releases at angelaodellblog.com. 
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