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John 4:23-24

"Yet a time is coming and has now

come when the true worshipers will

worship the Father in the Spirit and in

truth, for they are the kind of worshipers

the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and His

worshipers must worship in the Spirit

and in truth.”
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Father, we ask you this Christmas season, to calm our hearts and minds...to help us focus
on the miracle of the gift of Salvation through Your Son.

Holy Word, thank You for becoming �esh to dwell among men in order that we may have
forgiveness and a relationship with You. We lift our hearts to You.

We worship You in Spirit and in Truth. 
In Your precious and Holy Name, Amen. 

Enjoy Panis Angelicus by Celtic Woman's Chloe Agnew.
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Watchman, Tell Us of the Night

"Watchman, tell us of the night,
What its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon
mountains height, 

See that glory beaming star!

Watchman, let they wandering cease; 
Hie to thee thy quiet home. 

Traveler, lo, the Prince of Peace, 
Lo, the Son of God is come." 

John Bowring - 1825

Setting Aside Our Work to Focus on Christmas  
by Jane Claire Lambert

Christmas is a season - weeks to anticipate His coming to us, and to draw near as 'family.'
So if you need encouragement to downsize your regular study routine and turn, instead, to

making cookies, reading books, watching Christmas movies, enjoying Christmas poetry,
taking winter walks, being in a Christmas play, having hot chocolate together before a �re,
or planning a winter outside picnic - then do it! Spending a couple of weeks having fun as a

family and having the time to truly enjoy the activities of the season is so worth it. Trying
to do both with diminish the e�ectiveness of both. Give it a try this year and see the

di�erence it makes in your family. 
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Jane Lambert is the author of the well-loved homeschool curriculum, Five in a Row. She
and her husband, Steve, have been an active part of the homeschool community since the

mid-1990s. 

by Carrie Lambert Bozeman

 

Does anyone else struggle to feel at peace during the holidays? I’ve tried to read advent
books (maybe a daily focus will help me slow down) and make bucket lists of things to do

with the kids (I won’t worry about missing anything special if we have a checklist). I’ve
tried not to make any plans or lists and to not commit to anything extra (maybe less is

more). If I could just get my house spotless and declutter each room...
the list of ways I try to control my surroundings so that I can try to rest, relax and feel

present could go on and on. 

 

I sat down to write this and the title came to me quickly. Why does Christmas “the happiest
time of the year” always seem to have me feeling overwhelmed and like I’m missing

something? Then I looked back to my title. How do you spell Christmas? C-h-r-i-s-t-m-a-
s. Where is my focus during the holidays? Is it on Christ? Or is it on providing the right

activities, books, crafts, decorations, traditions, and presents for my family and friends?
Here I am, feeling that I’m missing something–while I am trying to provide everything for

everyone else.

 

Maybe this is just my experience. I am a people pleaser, peacemaker, perfectionist, (oh the
alliteration!) wife, mother, sister, daughter, and friend...maybe you can relate to a few of

those titles. Often times I think we feel the pressure of providing the experiences we think
our loved ones want or we think they deserve. 
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Last January I spent a week devoting more time to prayer than I usually do. I felt strongly
that God gave me the verse (Matt. 6:33), “But seek �rst his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.” I have taken the verse to heart in my work

endeavors but realized today that I haven’t embraced it to the extent that God o�ers. All
these things...all the things that I’m trying to provide...

my focus is on my abilities not on Him.

Perhaps it isn’t a coincidence that the song I’ve listened to on repeat for the past year is
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus. “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace.” I will
be praying for myself (and anyone else that needs it) this holiday season for God’s help to

keep my focus on His kingdom, His wonderful face–on Christ–this Christmas. 

Carrie Lambert Bozeman was homeschooled K-11 before attending college;
she began homeschooling her own children in 2012. She is also the author of

 More Before Five in a Row a children’s, literature-based,
unit-study curriculum for ages 3-5

You can �nd More Before Five in a Row at www.fiveinarow.com
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by Angela O'Dell
Many years ago, our family was facing a lean Christmas at the end of a �nancially tight

year. I felt rather sad that I wouldn't be able to do any signi�cant shopping for our children,
because the money just wasn't there. For several weeks, I went about my life feeling rather

sorry for myself. I love Christmas and have always been extremely thoughtful in my
approach to shopping for special and meaningful gifts for our children, and it hurt me to

not be able to do it this particular year. 

As Christmas approached, I decided to pull myself together and make the most of our
situation. I did the small amount of shopping that I could and wrapped the gifts carefully.

Each of our four children would have one small gift from us to open on Christmas
morning. On Christmas Eve, we had an inch of fresh snow fall in the morning hours, but

we were able to travel the hour to Grandpa and Grandma's house that evening.

As we walked in the front door, the smells of Christmas almost brought tears to my eyes. I
gazed around at the lovely decorations that my mother-in-law had placed in every room,

and I saw the smiles on my children's faces as they gave and received hugs from their
grandparents. I realized that I had a choice...I could sulk and feel sorry for myself and my

children because of the lack of material gifts, or I could be thankful for the gifts that we all
had been given - time with family, good food shared, memories made, and the true

meaning of Christmas remembered. 

That hallowed Christmas Eve, we had a lovely time eating a beautiful, candle-lit dinner of
au gratin potatoes, thin slices of honey ham, Swedish meatballs, soft dinner rolls, green

bean almondine, and several types of pie, followed by opening presents from relatives and
playing boardgames until late into the evening. As we drove home with our grocery bag of

leftovers and the gifts we had opened, I gazed out on the crystal snow blanketing the
ground, and my mind went to that Holy Night, long ago, when a young, virgin girl had given

birth to my Savior and King in a lowly stable, with no comfort of home or family...and the
tears fell.

The children were dozing, and I turned to study the pro�le of my husband as he drove us
safely through the night. This had been a hard year for him with a layo� at work. I decided
that I was going to give him the gift of a mature wife - a wife that didn't fuss over the "lack"
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of material gifts. A wife that stood with him, side-by-side in the trenches of life. 

The next morning, he and I got up together and made our family's traditional Christmas
breakfast of orange French toast, bacon, and orange juice, all served on festive Christmas
dishes. And then our children opened their gifts from us. That Christmas, so many years

ago, stands out in my memory as the most peaceful and wonderful celebrations in my life.
That was the Christmas which started the still-standing tradition of one, thoughtful and

beautifully wrapped gift box per person in the family.

We have learned that the biggest present we give each other is the gift of memories. 

One of the most beloved Christmas classic movies of all times is It's a Wonderful Life, staring James
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Stewart and Donna Reed. Our family watches this movie every single year during the Christmas holiday.

My husband and I are huge Stewart fans and have watched dozens of his movies, but this one is still our

favorite. I recently came across this article written by Ned Forney, from the Ned Forney, Writer, Saluting

America's Veterans Facebook Page. Here is what Mr. Forney wrote: 

For all the fans of “It’s A Wonderful Life” and Jimmy Stewart . . .

Just months after winning his 1941 Academy Award for best actor in “The Philadelphia
Story,” Jimmy Stewart, one of the best-known actors of the day, left Hollywood and joined

the US Army. He was the �rst big-name movie star to enlist in World War II.

An accomplished private pilot, the 33-year-old Hollywood icon became a US Army Air
Force aviator, earning his 2nd Lieutenant commission in early 1942. With his celebrity
status and huge popularity with the American public, he was assigned to starring in

recruiting �lms, attending rallies, and training younger pilots.

Stewart, however, wasn’t satis�ed. He wanted to �y combat missions in Europe, not spend
time in a stateside training command. By 1944, frustrated and feeling the war was passing

him by, he asked his commanding o�cer to transfer him to a unit deploying to Europe. His
request was reluctantly granted.

Stewart, now a Captain, was sent to England, where he spent the next 18 months �ying B-
24 Liberator bombers over Germany. Throughout his time overseas, the US Army Air

Corps' top brass had tried to keep the popular movie star from �ying over enemy territory.
But Stewart would hear nothing of it.

Determined to lead by example, he bucked the system, assigning himself to every combat
mission he could. By the end of the war he was one of the most respected and decorated

pilots in his unit.

But his wartime service came at a high personal price.

In the �nal months of WWII he was grounded for being “�ak happy,” today called Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

When he returned to the US in August 1945, Stewart was a changed man. He had lost so
much weight that he looked sickly. He rarely slept, and when he did he had nightmares of
planes exploding and men falling through the air screaming (in one mission alone his unit

had lost 13 planes and 130 men, most of whom he knew personally).

He was depressed, couldn’t focus, and refused to talk to anyone about his war experiences.
His acting career was all but over.

As one of Stewart's biographers put it, "Every decision he made [during the war] was going
to preserve life or cost lives. He took back to Hollywood all the stress that he had built up.”
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In 1946 he got his break. He took the role of George Bailey, the suicidal father in “It’s a
Wonderful Life.” The rest is history.

Actors and crew of the set realized that in many of the disturbing scenes of George Bailey
unraveling in front of his family, Stewart wasn’t acting. His PTSD was being captured on

�lmed for potentially millions to see.

But despite Stewart's inner turmoil, making the movie was therapeutic for the combat
veteran. He would go on to become one of the most accomplished and loved actors in

American history.

When asked in 1941 why he wanted to leave his acting career to �y combat missions over
Nazi Germany, he said, "This country's conscience is bigger than all the studios in

Hollywood put together, and the time will come when we'll have to �ght.”

This weekend, as many of us watch the classic Christmas �lm, “It’s A Wonderful Life,” it’s
also a �tting time to remember the sacri�ces of Jimmy Stewart and all the men who gave

up so much to serve their country during wartime. We will always remember you!

Postscript:
While �ghting in Europe, Stewart's Oscar statue was proudly displayed in his father’s

Pennsylvania hardware store. Throughout his life, the beloved actor always said his father,
a World War I veteran, was the person who had made the biggest impact on him.

Jimmy Stewart was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1985 and died in 1997 at
the age of 89.  

©Ned Forney, Writer, Saluting America's Veterans, 2018
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Two All-NEW Podcasts coming in December!

Episode 12 airs on December 2...

and Episode 13 airs on December 16!
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Need time to catch up on the 11 already available titles? You can check them all out here!.

This is a series that I released three years ago, but the content is still applicable to
our lives now. Blessings, sisters! 
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Over the next couple of months, I will be working on a new blog series centered
around our roles of leadership and in�uence in our homes. The �rst two are

currently available at my website. 

Has God been doing something amazing in your life that would encourage,
strengthen, and unify the community? If you would like to share it with the other moms

click here or email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org, and I’ll share it in an upcoming
Journal. 

Angela is the author of the  Master Books curriculum, Math

Lessons for a Living Education, America's Story, and �e

World's Story, as well as a number of self-published titles.

Her passion for helping others lead lives centered on the

Truth of God's Word has led her into the life coaching

ministry and industry.

She is a certi�ed John Maxwell Leadership Coach, and is

currently working towards her Masters' level Life Coaching

Certi�cation through the AACC and IBCC, specializing in

Leadership Coaching, Child Development, Parenting, and
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Family ministry.  You can keep up on her latest events and

releases at angelaodell.com. 
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