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He Is Our Peace

 
James 1:1-5 [NLT]

 If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you.
He will not rebuke you for asking. But when you ask him, be sure that

your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided
loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by
the wind. Such people should not expect to receive anything from the
Lord. Their loyalty is divided between God and the world, and they are

unstable in everything they do.

Hebrews 4:14-16

So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. This High

Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the
same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to the
throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we

will find grace to help us when we need it most.
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No Smooth Path
by Angela O'Dell

“I want to start strong and continue on a smooth path.” These are the words of
a sweet, young mama, who is just stepping out in faith to begin her homeschool
journey.

Oh, sweet mama...there is no smooth path in this world. God is the One who
chooses the paths to be placed in front of us. He chooses them to meet His
criteria - bringing us closer to Him - not our criteria - our comfort and feeling of
accomplishment.

The paths we find ourselves on are often bumpy, curvy, and at times, dark. But
I can promise you this: you are not traveling alone. If you look to Jesus, you will
have the hand of your Savior to guide you. And when you are like me - nearing
the finish line - you will be able to look back and say, “My faith is stronger, and I
know firsthand of Your power, wisdom, and grace.”                        

I recently came across an entry I made in a journal five years ago. My words,
poured out in rather scribbly purple pen are tear-stained and smudged... “Life is
made up of bittersweet moments. The earth has been cursed by sin brought
here by rebellion, and we are formed from it. Earthlings. Formed from the earth,
but bought and redeemed...brought alive by the living breath of the Forever
God. This is the war of our souls. High and low wage battle inside and around
us. One bitter - the pain and weariness of this soil...the other sweet - breath and
blood of Christ...brought together in these jars of clay.”                    

Our longing for peace and perfection is evidence of our made-in-His-image
DNA. You see, we were originally created to be in perfect communion with our
Creator - walking and talking with Him continually. It was only when sin came
into the world that there was a break in this communion. Through Jesus, our
High Priest who knows exactly how we feel because He has faced every
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temptation known to man, yet He did not sin (Hebrews 4:14-16), we can have
that renewed peace. We can find perfection in Him, although in our time here
on the soil of this earth, we will face trials, hardship, and pain. He is our Peace.

All too often as homeschool Moms we let doubt, fear, and insecurity sneak up
and grab a hold of our thoughts and desires. School years that started out fully
prepped and dutifully prepared take a detour. Curricula choices that should
have worked, don’t. Kids that should be learning, aren’t. Moms that should be
smiling, can’t.

For many outside of the homeschool community, our daily battles and struggles
seem foreign and silly. The call of the public school system and the gentle
nudging of well-meaning friends urge us to quit this calling and embrace a
“normal life”.
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Yet as homeschooling Moms we know we can’t. We are called to this, driven by
the knowledge and understanding that God’s ways are not ours, and that
following the world is not something we should be doing (Isaiah 55:8-9).

My own family just finished up not one but two extra-stressful years of
homeschooling. Days filled with far too many goals and far too few hours.
Weeks filled with not just the busyness of homeschooling but the need to
complete a large family project that often took priority over the workbooks and
lessons. Months where the schooling looked a lot less formal and more like a
family working and learning together.

This was a time where I felt the pull, both inside and out, to balance all that life
has presented us with and a time when I felt like I just couldn’t. Like a ship
tossed about by a raging sea, life was demanding too much.

And as the days, weeks, and months went by there was this doubt, ever so
subtly sneaking in that maybe it was time to let something go. Before I knew it,
the thought that the kids should return to public school popped into my head,
seemingly from nowhere. It’s just temporary...You can always pull them out
later... Grade levels really are important...

Doubt is our biggest weakness and the oldest trick in the book. Doubting
ourselves, doubting our abilities, doubting our calling, and even doubting our
God. Thoughts sneaking in before you even realize they are coming. Fears
coming to the surface you didn’t even realize you had. Insecurities threatening
to derail not just your goals, but your confidence.

This is Satan in action. Slowly cutting at our resolve and determination.
Weakening our hearts and minds through lessons that don’t go as planned,
curricula that doesn’t live up to the promise, and families that bicker and snap
when the tension boils over. Homes that look and feel a lot less like the promise
of homeschooling bliss or the vision of homeschooling we have.

And as the doubt sneaks in, as the lessons take longer than they should and
the children bicker relentlessly, as Mom struggles to muster-up the courage to
smile through the frustration and anger... this is the moment. This is when we
need to cling. When we need to reach out with all we have and grasp onto the
Cross and the promise we find tucked in the book of James.

James 1:5-6 reads, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
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giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.”

If you find yourself today, dear homeschooling Mama, full of doubt and fear.
Unsure of your upcoming school year, perplexed by teaching styles and
curricula options, overwhelmed by the details. If you find yourself in a season of
homeschool trial rather than one of bliss, or perhaps a season where the books
lie untouched as life dictates lessons of another kind, I urge you to cling to that
promise. To ask for wisdom and guidance from the One who gives liberally to
all and believes that He will give you the answers and strength you seek. The
courage to keep moving forward, the stamina to take on another day, another
month, or another year of homeschooling.

To banish the doubts that cause you to be tossed about to and fro, like a ship
battered at sea and instead remember that He can give you the strength you
need. To not quit when it all seems like too much and remember that He can
bring you through the seasons that life has brought you to.

God has promised to see us through our struggles and guide us with perfect
direction to an end that glorifies Him. We simply need to ask for the strength to
continue on and the wisdom from above to guide our paths. 
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About the author...
Kelly Warner

Hope In The Chaos
 

Kelly is a wife, homeschooling Mom of four, and co-leader of the youth group in
her church. She lives in the beautiful state of Maine where she strives to find

balance and hope in the midst of a chaotic life. When she is not busy teaching
her children or transporting them to their multiple extra-curricular activities, you

can find her busy working on encouraging & providing hope to other
homeschooling Moms on her site, Hope In The Chaos.
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The Importance of Jesus-time
 

This past fall and winter, I worked with a pilot group of families who tested a
Bible study curriculum that I was writing for teen girls. Currently, my friend and
co-worker, Jake MacAulay, president of the Institute on the Constitution, is
working on adapting a version of this study for teen boys. This study curriculum,
The Young Warrior in the Mirror, is a comprehensive, school-year-long
worldview training for young people. It begins with exploring the young person’s
current God-view. Following this introduction, the student dives into establishing
a Biblical God-view, self-view, worldview, and plan of action for growth, all while
completing an in-depth study of the armor of God. (This study will be available
in print in 2020.) 

This month, I want to share a week’s worth of study with you. Click here to
access Week 14: Training Your Ear. 

Real Cool History is live and kids are
loving it! Be sure to check out the

first episode here and grab yourself
a copy of the timeline to help your
kids learn all of the really cool facts

that make history ridiculously
interesting.
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Has God been doing something amazing in your life that would encourage,
strengthen, and unify the community? If you would like to share it with the other
moms click here or email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org, and I’ll share it in an

upcoming Journal. 

Angela is the author of the  Master Books curriculum, Math Lessons for a

Living Education, America's Story, and The World's Story, as well as a

number of self-published titles. Her passion for helping others lead lives

centered on the Truth of God's Word has led her into the life coaching

ministry and industry.

She is currently working towards her Masters' level Life Coaching

Certification through the AACC and IBCC, specializing in Leadership

Coaching, Child Development, Parenting, and Family ministry.  You can

keep up on her latest events and releases at angelaodell.com. 
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