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October 2019

Embracing the Stages of Life

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 
1 For everything there is a season,

    a time for every activity under heaven.
2  A time to be born and a time to die. 
A time to plant and a time to harvest.
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Hebrews 12:1-2
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, 
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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Because I am currently in the middle of one of the biggest transitional periods
of my life to date, I’ve been contemplating the race set before me in a new way.
It is extremely strange for me to be at this stage – honestly, I thought it would
take longer to get here.

I’m a mom with no “children” because they are mostly adults. I’m a homeschool
mom whose students have spread their wings and flown. I’m at the end of that
lap of the race; I am now in the stage of the journey that is focused on forcing
myself to turn around to embrace the future. Although the future is full of all
varieties of potential joy and fulfillment, the call of little voices and feel of small
hands in my own are still close enough and fresh enough that I sometimes find
myself longing for those years of familiar and comforting messy chaos that
seemed to go on forever – until they didn’t.

I’ve been thinking about happiness, and how the longing for it pulls at us at
every stage of our life races…

I’ve been contemplating how the pursuit of happiness is touted as the ultimate
goal in life, and from a young age, our dreams and goals are centered around
the gaining of it. If we do not actively guard against it, the longing for happiness
and comfort becomes our standard – the parameters that mark the path on
which we dream of running the race of our lives. When life inevitably and
consistently gives us anything but this, we can become agitated or even
depressed. Yet we all know from experience that it isn’t in the avoidance of pain
that we find joy and fulfillment.

For me, the memories that bring the biggest smiles are usually an inseparable
intertwining of life’s hardest stuff and the deep joy found in the fulfillment of
God’s promises in the middle of it all.

I’ve journaled these thoughts as I’ve prayed for courage to step out once again
into the unknown of this new life stage… Could it be that I actually cheat myself
out of running well the race set before me, by trying to avoid or escape the pain
that I (may) encounter? Could it be that pain and happiness, brokenness and
completeness are actually intertwined and inseparable – that one without the
other is only part of the picture of life?
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 says: 1 For everything there is a season,
    a time for every activity under heaven.
2 A time to be born and a time to die.
    A time to plant and a time to harvest.

The words of those verses echo through my heart.

About the letting go of one stage in order to embrace the next…

My husband and I bought our current home fifteen years ago, in early spring of
2004. Although our new home was cozy, the decor was reflective of the elderly
lady from whom we purchased it. Retro late 80’s ducks and wheelbarrows of
flowers marched around the country blue wallpaper border in the dining room,
and built-in China cabinets covered a variety of walls throughout the house.

Over the years, I would occasionally indulge in a daydream session or two
about what I would like to do to update our home… a fresh coat of paint, new
flooring, updated countertops, a new kitchen stove that actually had all of its
factory-made parts, and of course, more bookshelves.

But…

We had four children ranging from 10 months to 10 years old and lived on a
single income, and updating the house wasn’t even on the list of our priorities.
Our children's education at home was more important than the wall color or the
style of carpet on the floor. It was livable and a considerable upgrade from our
previous home, so the small uglinesses of our surroundings were easily
overlooked. Years passed, and our cozy house began to be filled with the stuff
and memories of life.

The front window where we put the Christmas tree in such a way that the ugly,
old fashioned lace curtains left there from the previous owner framed it
perfectly… the section of the wall that our youngest decorated with pictures
drawn in purple chapstick… the stick-down vinyl floor tiles in the dining room
that were worn through from the foot traffic through the house… the built-in
kitchen stove that had steadily fallen apart from the moment we moved in, until
there were more pieces missing than remaining… the stained countertops
where we had simultaneously made countless meals and carried out science
experiences… the scratched and dented built-in hutch in the dining room that
had served as the center of our homeschool for more than a dozen years…
Soon, every inch of our home was worn and threadbare but bursting with
memories – images of our gang at various ages and stages, and still the
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fragments of decor from the previous owner that had become the familiar
backdrop of it all.

Three children have grown out of our home, leaving the youngest behind with
only a couple of her childhood years left. This was the one sitting on my hip as
her daddy and I first walked through it. She has grown up under this roof, her
feet have traveled a million times up and down the stairways. She has lived my
dream of growing up in one place.

This year, my husband and I decided that it was time to begin to work through
some of the renovation projects that had been piling up over the last decade
and a half. It’s a decision that is both wonderful and painful – completely
representative of the current stage of my life and heart.

As we ripped out the old flooring in preparation for the new, beautiful planking
to come in, I saw my kids at various ages, interacting and learning, skipping,
running, and dancing through life…on that old flooring. Every scratch, dent, and
stain had a story.

As we worked together to lay the new flooring throughout the main level of our
home, I saw it as a visual of how we are working together to prepare to
embrace our next stage together. How many little grand-feet will run, skip, and
dance through life…on this new floor?

For everything there is a season,
    a time for every activity under heaven.

Even as each stage of life comes in steps, so has our new floor planking. Room
by room, we’ve worked together to measure cut and fit together the new
planking, creating a beautiful and resilient covering that runs smoothly
throughout the main floor of our house…but the new trim is still not in, and the
wall between the kitchen and the eat-in area is marked for demolition but still
standing there, waiting to become a peninsula. So much progress has been
made, but there is still much to be completed.

This is true for me too. Typing out the words of this post has helped me to take
a deep breath…and to exhale slowly.

For everything there is a season,
    a time for every activity under heaven.

So, today, I’m choosing to look up to the One who holds the life stages in
front of me, to embrace the change, and to run the race that God has
designed for me to run, because although my future is unknown to me, it
isn’t unknown to Him, and that never changes. 
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Uncharacteristically, one of our dogs decided she needed to go relieve herself at 1:00 in

the morning so I dutifully got out of bed, dressed and took her outside.

As I stood there in the deep silence waiting on her I just stared up at the stars.

Miraculous. Marvelous. Mind-boggling. Magnificent.
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I don't spend nearly enough time outside. I'm usually in front of a computer screen or

watching a football game or reading a book. In that solemn moment, I had a deep and

reverent appreciation for the wonder of God's creation.

How can you look up at billions of stars strung out across unfathomable distances and

doubt that there is an intelligent creator behind this amazing world in which we live.

Planets. Pelicans. Peacocks. Porcupines. Parrots. Penguins. And duck-billed platypuses

for heaven's sake.

"For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine

nature have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that

people are without excuse." Romans 1:20

The further we become disconnected from God's creation in favor of a sterile, climate-

controlled, GPS-guided, wi-fi enabled world of our own making the more we deny God's

existence and instead worship ourselves and our own petty achievements.

©2019 Steve Lambert

About Steve:  A busy working father of two, Steve

found himself “along for the ride” when Jane first

began homeschooling more than 30 years ago.

But he quickly saw the benefit to Jane’s unique

approach to teaching and became an

enthusiastic cheerleader as he watched his

children’s love of learning blossom. By the mid-

nineties, Steve had become a popular author and

speaker at homeschool conventions nationwide.

Today Steve remains involved in a variety of

family-related ministries, public speaking and

writing while enjoying the wonderful role of

grandfather.

Steve and Jane Claire Lambert are the founders

and publisher of the Five in a Row.
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An important word from young wife, mom, and author, Savannah Barclay: 

"One of the most destructive things I use to believe was that God wanted me to hear His
voice in my heart and mind, I just needed to tune in to the right station and quiet everything
around me. It was up to me and the current state of my walk with Him. I listened to
sermons about it, read numerous books on it, and created a quiet space so that I could
tune in and try to discern the words I thought He was putting directly on my heart. And
when I heard three little words I thought were His, I left America and almost made the
worst decision of my life. Did this mean I wasn’t tuned in enough or not walking close
enough to Him?

Jesus told His disciples that He is the Good Shepherd and His sheep know His voice and
follow Him and do not follow the voice of strangers, those who are thieves and robbers.
(John 10:1-21)

His Word was given to us so that we could read and know His voice and not be lead astray
by false theology spoken by false preachers and teachers who butcher His Word and do
not rightfully preach both law and gospel, sin and repentance, and wrongly focus on us
instead of Jesus.

We don’t need to read on how to tune in to the God station and get ourselves to a
place spiritually and mentally so that we are capable of doing so. Jesus said we will
KNOW His voice. His Word, the Bible. This is why it was given to us. That is where we
hear His voice and know how to live and discern between truth and heresy." 

Romans 12:2 says, "Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to
know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect." 
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If you have any questions about this process (or would like me to pray for you) please feel
free to message me at angela@jellybeanjar.org.

Living Art Lessons by Savannah Barclay 
Learn about the seven elements of art including lines, shapes, and colors, while observing
artwork and nature all around you in this complete, easy-to-use, year-long program. The

Artist’s Journal contains the student’s artistic workspace for writing, drawing, and more, all
related to the teaching in the main text.

Savannah Barclay is a homeschool graduate, world traveler, artist, writer, and explorer of
antique shops. She lives in a rural Minnesota town with her husband, Travis, and their new

baby boy, Owen. As the daughter of Master Books author, Angela O’Dell, she spent her
childhood exploring and learning in an out-of-thebox style and discovering and developing
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her artistic ability and skill. This natural and unhurried approach to education is evident in
Savannah’s own writing and teaching style.

Coming Soon! 
The all new Math Lessons for a Living Education 
Teacher's Companion is a treasure trove of helpful

homeschooling tips and specific teaching tips to help
you, the Mom, to be the star of your child's educational

process. 
From tips and explanations for troublesome concepts

like memorization and place value to every single recipe
used in the entire series. This Companion will be your

best Math friend. 

Adding new episodes twice a month, Real Cool History
for Kids is growing! Available on four different platforms,

Real Cool History for Kids is a great way to help your
kids learn some lesser-known facts about some really

cool events in our history in a brand new way. Check out
all episodes here.

Has God been doing something amazing in your life that would encourage,
strengthen, and unify the community? If you would like to share it with the other
moms click here or email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org, and I’ll share it in an

upcoming Journal. 

Come see all of the other new and exciting Math Lessons products!
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Angela is the author of the  Master Books curriculum, Math Lessons for a

Living Education, America's Story, and The World's Story, as well as a

number of self-published titles. Her passion for helping others lead lives

centered on the Truth of God's Word has led her into the life coaching

ministry and industry.

She is currently working towards her Masters' level Life Coaching

Certification through the AACC and IBCC, specializing in Leadership

Coaching, Child Development, Parenting, and Family ministry.  You can

keep up on her latest events and releases at angelaodell.com. 
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