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Positioned To Recieve His Strength
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John 15:5-8 
 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If 
you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away 
and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my 
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Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples.”
 

I often say that we cannot give what we do not have. It is important for us to 
stay plugged in, but what does this look like in everyday life?

 

 As homeschool moms, we often spend an exorbitant amount of time preparing 
lesson plans, shopping for curriculum, and thinking through the details of our 
school days, but how much time do we take to plan our own spiritual and 
personal growth? We seem to think that we will have all the energy strength 
and wisdom we need without planning on taking the time to receive it. 

 

In Exodus, we are told the story of how God provided the children of Israel with 
fresh bread from heaven every single day - but here’s the thing: they were 
given detailed instructions on when and how to gather and prepare that fresh 
bread each day. God promised them, just like He promises us, to give them 
exactly what they needed to sustain them each and every day, but they had to 
go and gather it. They couldn’t lay in their tents and expect the bread to come 
to them. This is exactly how we need to approach our gathering of sustenance 
and strength for the day. 

 

You see, our natural tendency is to spend our time figuring out what WE want 
to do and HOW we want to do it, but John 15 is very clear about how much we 
can do when we are not connected to Him. Nothing. Nada. Zilch. If we want to 
make an eternal impact on the lives of our children, if we want to live the calling 
on OUR lives, then we have to be plugged in. That means that we cannot 
approach our time with Him as a charging station for a device with a battery - 
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we aren’t meant to come and plug in for a while and then unplug to go do our 
thing using the energy we got from His Word. We have to view our lives as an 
electric device that CANNOT OPERATE AT ALL without being connected to the 
power source.

 

I challenge all of us to make a plan of action to plug in each morning and to 
stay plugged in throughout the day. Make this plan fit your life right now. If you 
are a young homeschool mom with a lot of kids, plan something that you know 
you will have time to do each morning. Maybe this is writing out a few key 
verses on index cards so you can post them around the house where you will 
see them...above the kitchen sink or the baby’s changing table, on the 
refrigerator or the bathroom mirror...the idea is to have them visible much of the 
time. The ©YouVersion app is really helpful also. There are Bible reading and 
devotional plans about various topics, and you can also listen to the Word 
through their audio option. Remember, keeping your mind and heart tuned into 
Him does not happen without planning. 

 

I often exhort new homeschooling parents that the very first lesson their 
children will need to be taught and constantly reinforced is obedience. If we do 
not have our children’s obedience at a heart level, we will not be successful in 
any other lessons. We must teach and expect them to listen and obey our 
teaching, right? Our Heavenly Father expects nothing less than this from us. 
Positioning ourselves to receive the strength and wisdom we need each day 
requires us to plan this connection time. 

Position yourself to receive His strength. 
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I have been a military spouse for years before becoming a mom. Then a mom
for years before deciding to homeschool. Having all of those roles and titles
collide is something that has been the most challenging, yet most rewarding,
experience.

A few years ago, my husband received orders to move. This isn’t anything that
a seasoned military family doesn’t expect, but what threw us for a loop was that
they were one year order to Japan…alone. My husband would be gone for an
entire year, and I would stay behind with the kids and try to keep our life as
normal as possible.

By the time we received these orders, we had lived at four different duty
stations, have gone through 4 different deployment separations, and countless
trainings. But man, hearing that you won’t see your other half for an entire year
is still a sucker punch to the gut.
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My kids were 4 and 8 at the time he left. That meant I had one child I was
homeschooling and another one about to start (since he was turning 5 soon
and kindergarten was right around the corner).

Y’all, this was the most challenging year of my life.

I remember asking myself every day if sending my kids to public school would
make things easier on me, would take just one thing off of my plate. Having
them go to school would mean that I could get some alone time. Because we
are a military family, we didn’t have many people around to help. Sure, there
are good friends, but family is literally thousands of miles away. So not only was
I the only one to take care of them during the day, but I didn’t get a break for
365 days. And looking ahead at the calendar in front of me was daunting.

How was I going to homeschool them, nurture them, help them when they miss
their dad, and all the other responsibilities that come with life, all by myself?

Then I remembered, I wasn’t doing this alone. None of us are. Whether you’re
going through a hard time because of financial issues, because of your
husband being away (whether you’re military, they travel for work, or they work
long hours, this puts a toll on you. I see, you, friend), or any other of the variety
of reasons that life gets us down, you are not doing this alone.

When we were a few months in and I was feeling really down, about to reach
my limit, our church did something different. We went to church, just like we did
every Sunday, but this Sunday our pastor delivered a special invitation. He said
that if you need prayer right now, to raise your hand, and those around you will
come lay hands on you. If you’re like me, raising your hand would come super
hard. I mean, my life wasn’t that much different than any other military spouse
that went to my church. But, I listened to that call, and I raised my hand.

Those around me came and laid their hands on me, and we prayed. Tears
flowed down my face and I sobbed harder than I think I ever have before. But,
our God is awesome. I have no doubt looking back at that moment that He
used that opportunity to strengthen me. When we can’t find the will to stand, He
will use others to pick us up.

After that Sunday, I was open with how I was struggling with my homeschool
community. And they surrounded me. They made sure to check up on me, they
gave me extra tight hugs, and helped me in whatever way they could.

I will never forget those people in my homeschool community. The Lord used
those around me to encourage me, to help motivate me to continue
homeschooling my kids, and, most importantly, that they loved me.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate



1/8/2020 The Steadfast Moms' Journal - September 2019

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=0998d3d4c5cdf8ad0f4a0d2f4&id=af93fa35c1 7/13

Friends, having a homeschool community is so important. Whether you’re a
part of a co-op, a relaxed park day group, or a small group of friends that meet
up for breakfast, having a homeschool community is vital. If you don’t have a
homeschool community, I am praying over you right now, that you find a
community that will lift you up the way that mine has for me.

I have always been so thankful that I kept my kids home during that year. It was
hard, but it didn’t break me. It was a lesson that we need to rely on the Lord
during hard times. And, no matter how challenging homeschooling can be at
times, it is always so, so worth it.

About the author...
Christine Zell
This Bit of Life

 
Christine is a military spouse and a homeschooling mom of three. She and her

family love traveling and roadschooling. She blogs about her homeschooing
adventures at This Bit of Life. You can join her online homeschool community,

Relaxed Homeschoolers.  
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The start of a new homeschool year is upon us and it’s ripe with possibilities.
Along with the freshly sharpened pencils and empty notebooks, are dreams,
desires, and plans. Plans to learn more, to do better, and to go farther than
prior years.

Filled with anticipation, I await the start of a new homeschool year eager to
shake off last year. As much as the new year is a new opportunity for the kids,
it’s also a new one for me. 

Yet there is one constant in my homeschool year - my reliance on God. My
need to stay close to Him and lean not on my own understanding and instead
follow His leading (Proverbs 3:5-6). That’s part of the reason we are
homeschooling in the first place rather than sending the kids off on the bus that
drives by our house every morning. Forging our own path, one that is different
from most of the people we know.

It wasn’t always this way though. For a few years, my older kids attended public
schools. Every morning we battled alarm clocks and internal ones. Rushed out
the doors shoveling Pop-tarts down and tying shoes on the way. We did what
we thought was expected until we couldn’t anymore. Until the call to
homeschool was too great to ignore and we wandered into unfamiliar territory. 

Those first steps were terrifying and lonely. I wasn’t in a place where I felt like
talking to God, even though I know now that He was talking to me. Whispering
every so softly to come back. Stubbornly, I attempted to forge my own path my
own way and nearly destroyed what I was trying to build with pride and a desire
to do things my own way.

Slowly though, I found my way back as God patiently waited; lovingly giving me
the time and space I needed to work through so many things. Freedom to move
at my own pace and slowly, step by step, I transformed our homeschool with
His help and found not just our rhythm and routine, but our purpose. 

Educating my children’s minds, while important, is not it. Educating their hearts
is. That’s my why. Teaching them to follow God, to love Him, and to let Him lead
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in their lives. Showing them how to do this. Helping them, guiding them, and
encouraging them to keep going down a path that while it might be narrow, is
the right one (Matthew 7:13-14).

And so that’s where I start my homeschool year - with God. Asking Him for
guidance as I plan and dream. Asking Him for direction as I purchase and
prepare. Seeking the wisdom from above rather than relying on that which I
see. 

And praying that in the midst of it all that He will remain with me. Knowing that
as the pencils are used up and the pages in the textbooks are turned that He
will remain a constant in our ever-changing and often chaotic homeschool,
bringing a peace that only He can give (Philippians 4:7).

About the author...
Kelly Warner

Hope In The Chaos
 

Kelly and her husband Matthew live in Maine. They have been married for 18
years and they have four amazing children. Kelly is a homeschool Mom to all
four of kids who are also active in numerous extra-curricular activities keeping

her on her toes as she balances the chaos of busy schedules. Her story is
nothing out of the ordinary but she has one to tell and does so over on Hope In
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The Chaos where she encourages other homeschooling moms to grow their
faith, love their families, and nurture their homeschools.

Brain-dumping Step #2

Now that you have all of your thoughts organized into categories, I want you to
go to step two of brain dumping. 

 

1. Choose one area of your life where you would like to see growth and
change happen on a regular basis. 

2. Set a timer for five or 10 minutes, and put down all of your thoughts
concerning that area of your life. How does it make you feel? Why do you
want to grow in this area? How would you like to see change in this
area? 

3. Next, take a clean sheet of paper, and in the bottom left-hand corner write
down your thoughts about where you are in this area of your life right now.
Be completely honest about your current location in this area. 

4. In the top right-hand corner of your paper, write down where you would
like to see yourself in this area of your life. 

5. In the big space between those two, draw a staircase with eight to 10
steps. On each step right down one way that you can move toward your
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goal in this area. Now keep in mind, this can be any area of your life that
you would like to work on. Maybe it is an important relationship, or it could
be a physical fitness goal. Perhaps you would like to improve your social
skills or an academic subject. 

6. Whatever it is, think carefully about the steps that you need to take to
reach your goal in this area. Next to each step write a realistic goal for
when you would like to reach each step along the way. 

 

If you have any questions about this process (or would like me to pray for you)
please feel free to message me at angela@jellybeanjar.org.

I am super excited to let you know that the brand
new Math Lessons for a Living Education Level K
is now available through Master Books! Just like

the other levels in the series, this book is
designed to be easy to use and effective in

helping you teach math in your homeschool.
Focusing on early skills, together we work on

numbers, shapes, counting, and more all while
building a great math foundation. You can find out

more and order a copy by clicking here.

Adding new episodes twice a month, Real Cool
History for Kids is growing! Available on four

different platforms, Real Cool History for Kids is a
great way to help your kids learn some lesser-

known facts about some really cool events in our
history in a brand new way. Check out all

episodes here.

Has God been doing something amazing in your life that would encourage,
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strengthen, and unify the community? If you would like to share it with the other
moms click here or email me at angela@jellybeanjar.org, and I’ll share it in an

upcoming Journal. 

Angela is the author of the  Master Books curriculum, Math Lessons for a

Living Education, America's Story, and The World's Story, as well as a

number of self-published titles. Her passion for helping others lead lives

centered on the Truth of God's Word has led her into the life coaching

ministry and industry.

She is currently working towards her Masters' level Life Coaching

Certification through the AACC and IBCC, specializing in Leadership

Coaching, Child Development, Parenting, and Family ministry.  You can

keep up on her latest events and releases at angelaodell.com. 
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