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“A primary objective should be the 
education of  our youth in the 
science of  government. In a 
r e p u b l i c , wh a t s p e c i e s o f  
knowledge can be equa l l y 
important? And what duty more 
pressing than communicating it to 
those who are to be the future 
guardians of  the liberties of  the 
country?”  

George Washington 
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This book is dedicated to the great Americans,  
past and present, 

who inspire me to dig deep 
  

A special thank you to  
Steve Lambert & Dr. Gary Newton,  

for their guidance and mentorship 
Bless you both! 

Soli Deo Gloria
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It a joy and a privilege to provide this high school level study 
of  our country’s history and government. It has been quite 
a journey and one that has reminded me of  how many 
great people dot the landscape of  our past. My heart is full. 
There are no words to express my gratitude for their 
bravery. As you join me in this study, I pray that you will see 
God’s hand on our country’s path - past and present.  

Enjoy the journey!

An extra special thank you to  
Kyrsten Carlson & Renee O’Dell, for your much-appreciated 

help with proof  reading and editing



Required Resource List

- Encyclopedias (book or cd rom) or internet availability for research

- An atlas with maps worthy of tracing or printable maps from the internet

- Highlighters 

- A spiral notebook for extra notes, writing assignments, and vocabulary words

- Regular sized file folders and several large poster boards (at least 4)
These resources will be required throughout the year as you construct                                                        

your “Map Work and Geography Notebook.” 

1. A 1-inch, three-ring, binder-style notebook (We especially like the kind with the clear 
plastic sleeve on the cover. A decorative title page is included in this Student Journal.)

2. If you wish to preserve your map projects without hole punching them, you will need a 
package of at least 20 page protectors. 

3. If you wish to print out maps on which to complete the map projects, you will need: 
a printer and printer paper.  

4. If you wish to trace your own maps from an atlas, you will need: a pad of high-
quality tracing paper, a package of white card stock, clear tape, paper clips, an extremely 
thin-line, black, permanent pen (at least one). 

5. Whether you print or trace your maps, you will also need colored pencils to color them, 
and if you wish, fine-tipped markers for outlining. 

Optional Resource List (* Indicates HIGHLY recommended)

- *1828 Webster’s Dictionary - available through many, larger homeschool supply providers 

- Drive Thru History Foundations of Character - available through many, larger homeschool 
supply providers 

- *Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (DVD - James Stewart, 1939) 

- Wall Builders American Heritage DVD series

- For You They Signed by Marilyn Boyer

- A complete copy of the Federalist Papers - available at most large bookstores (or free 
online)

Resource Lists and Note to Parent
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Dear Parent,

As your student completes this course, please keep track of their progress.  If you are 
keeping grades for your student’s transcripts, here is an idea for a grading system: 

25% of total grade based upon student’s attitude and responsibility taken for the course 
work.

50% of total grade based upon student’s thoroughness in written summaries and deeper 
research.

25% of total grade based upon mid-term and end of year exam. 

Resource Lists and Note to Parent
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“And may God grant that His grace may really affect your heart with suitable impressions of 

His goodness. Remember that God made you, that God keeps you alive and preserves you 

from all harm, and gives you all the powers and the capacity whereby you are able to read 

of Him and of Jesus Christ, your Savior and Redeemer, and to do every other needful 

business of life. And while you look around you and see the great privileges and advantages 

you have above what other children have (of learning to read and write, of being taught the 

meaning of the great truths of the Bible), you must remember not to be proud on that 

account but to bless God and be thankful and endeavor in your turn to assist others with the 

knowledge you may gain.” Written by Henry Marchant (to his daughter), member of the 

Continental Congress, Attorney General of Rhode Island, ratifier of the U.S. Constitution, 

Federal Judge appointed by President George Washington.*

Dear student of history, 

I have personally read and studied our founding days from what we now call ultra-

conservative, conservative, moderate, liberal, and left-wing liberal viewpoints.  During these 

times of research, I was struck with how various groups of individuals, holding to a certain 

viewpoint, are stubbornly resistant to the consideration of any other opinions, even though 

original documentation begs to differ with their tightly-held viewpoint.  The discovery of this 

stubborn resistance is puzzling to me.  Why wouldn’t you want to know the truth about 

something?  Especially about something so easily researched?  There are letters and journal 

entries, penned by the hands of many Founding Fathers, which are available for us to study 

today.  

 Because I write every book with the goal of encouraging deeper thinking, and 

therefore, I am stating it loudly and clearly right here at the beginning of this book: I do not 

want to tell you, as the student, what or how to think.  I will share with you what I have 

come to see, through my research, but I will not (as I CANNOT!) think for you.  With this in 

mind, please read through the following list of presuppositions, but remember that I 

encourage you to prove them to be true.  Also keep in mind, although you are responsible 

for forming your own opinions, these opinions must be based on unbiased fact as much as 

possible - fact gathered from firsthand accounts.  It is to this end that you will be studying 

Introduction
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many original documents and speeches, and as you do so, you will be researching and 

defining the original words and phrases.  As you work through these great historical 

documents, you will be seeing with your own eyes the principles on which our country was 

founded. 

This book is written based upon these presuppositions:

- Although not everyone in American history was a Christian, our roots are much more 

ethical and moral than our current cultural climate. 

- My research has shown me that although the Founding Fathers came from mixed religious 

backgrounds and views, the Bible was commonly used as a moral compass in the making 

of laws and the establishing of various governmental offices and duties. 

- My research also shows that many of the signers of the Constitution were godly men, with 

a wholesome fear of the LORD Almighty.  In fact, more than half of the signers held 

seminary degrees (among other degrees and titles). 

- The hotly debated topic of separation of church and state originated to protect the people 

from an oppressive, government ordered religion.  Its purpose was to keep the government 

out of the business of the nation’s churches.  It was never purposed to remove God from 

the government, the culture, or from people’s lives. 

You will be using the following list of skills in the completion of this course.  

- Researching 

- Note-taking 

- Writing narrations (summaries) 

- Answering essay questions 

- Mapping projects

- Thinking critically  

- Conducting word and document study

“Duty is ours; results are God’s.” John Quincy Adams

*Letters of Delegates to Congress: May 1, 1777 - September 18, 1777, Paul H. Smith, editor 

(Washington DC: Library of Congress, 1981), Vol. 7, pp. 645-646, Henry Marchant to Sarah Marchant on 

September 9, 1777. 

Introduction
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settle the biggest section of the New World could quite possibly become the most powerful 

nation on earth. 

“Columbus discovered a continent; an impostor gave it his name.  In 1503 an Italian 

adventurer, Amerigo Vespucci, published an account of a ‘new world’ which he claimed have 

discovered in 1497.  The whole story was a fabrication.  But a young German professor, who 

was publishing a geography at the time, named the new continent America, after the 

dishonest author of the fictitious discovery.” (1)

When Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain had originally agreed to finance Columbus‘ 

expedition, their ultimate goal was to find a more direct and timely route to the Orient.  

China, Japan, and even India were known to be immensely wealthy, a fact that enticed the 

Spanish king and queen to want to open better trading routes and therefore fill their royal 

treasury. 

 Columbus had not been able to find any great treasure on his expeditions, causing 

Ferdinand and Isabella to see the immense landmass as a roadblock; their main attention 

was still focused upon establishing a satisfactory trading relationship and route between 

themselves and the Orient.  This desire to find a route through the Americas kept many of 

the Spanish explorers traveling up and down the length of the newly discovered continents in 

search for a passage way.  Even though the Americas were now on the map, there was no 

way to know just how immense they were.  I am sure if Ferdinand and Isabella knew the size 

of the landmasses that they were trying to pass through and the massive expanse of the 

Pacific Ocean on the other side, they would have given up looking for a trade route through 

them.  

 While it was an Spanish explorer, 

Vasco de Balboa, who explored and crossed 

the Isthmus of Panama in 1513, and another, 

Ferdinand Magellan, who circumnavigated the earth 

between the years 1519 and 1522, other Spanish 

explorers traversed into the Americas,  fueled by the 

hopes of finding the much sought after gold of the 
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New World.  These fortune seeking explorers were called conquistadores (or conquerers).  

Their early expeditions in the New World remained mostly along the coast of South and 

Central America.  When they tired of their searchings along the coast, the conquistadores 

turned their attention inland. 

The two most famous of these conquistadores were Francisco Pizarro and Hernando 

Cortés, and they both played an enormously important part in establishing the rule of Spain 

over a vast portion of the New World.  Francisco Pizarro was enticed by the reports of the 

riches in the New World.  His focus, however, was on the great Incan empire of Peru.  In 

1532, Pizarro overthrew the Incan leader, Atahualpa, and conquered Peru.  Three years later, 

in 1535, he founded the city of Lima, the new capital.  

Hernando Cortés landed in what is now Mexico (but at that time was the great Aztec 

empire) in the same year that Magellan began his famous voyage around the earth.  Cortés, 

a rather gutsy fellow, marched on Tenochititlan, the capital city of the Aztec empire.  The 

Aztec king, Montezuma, thinking these Spaniards were gods, welcomed them into his city.  

Cortés captured Montezuma, defeated the Aztec warriors, and destroyed the city of 

Tenochititlan.  The ruins became the building site for a new city called Mexico City.  

Historians have argued long and furiously about the Spanish conquistadors’ treatment of the 

native Central Americans.  Some berate the barbaric way the Spanish came and destroyed 

the Aztec civilization, leaving behind nothing but absolute ruin.  Others consider these actions 

to be consistent with the behavior of thousands of other conquering nations before them.      

As the Spanish were exploring the New World, the English were also financing their 

own explorations into America.  England’s activity in the Americas angered Spain, who 

believed that they owned these new lands, because it had been their explorers who first 

found them.  England disagreed, of course, and retaliated by plundering Spanish gold ships.  

English sea captains seemed to be a different breed of human beings, willing to risk their 

lives in daring and bold attacks on ships twice the size of their own.  These dare-devil ship 

captains earned the name “Sea Dogs” because of their pirating ways.  Spain watched in 

outraged disbelief as they raided coastal towns, seized Spanish ships, and stole the gold 

coming from Central America. 

Chapter 1

15



 During the 1500s, the long-prevailing tension between England and France mounted 

until it erupted into a famous battle between England’s Queen Elizabeth I and Spain’s King 

Phillip II.  England’s smaller, faster, and more maneuverable warships, commanded by the 

famous “Sea Dogs,” inflicted major damage on Spain’s veritable floating fortresses.  This 

battle was important for many reasons, and we will explore several of them. 

Queen Elizabeth I of England, was a Protestant.  The 

Reformation had spread throughout Europe, and England had 

fought its way through the Dark Ages, finding herself in an era 

of new hope and freedom.  The citizens of England rightly 

acknowledged that it was their “Good Queen Bess,” who had 

worked hard to bring them to this point.  Spain, along with its 

king, Phillip II, was a strongly Roman Catholic nation.  Phillip II 

saw all Protestant nations as a threat to his dream of a 

Catholic Europe, and his attention was specifically drawn to 

England for more personal reasons.  You see, Phillip II had, at 

one time, been the king of England.  

Before Queen Elizabeth I had come to the throne, her 

sister, known as “Bloody Mary,” had been queen of England.  Mary had chosen a husband to 

rule by her side and, hopefully, produce an heir to the 

throne.  This husband was none other than Phillip II of 

Spain, who at that time, was a prince.  When Mary died 

at the age of forty-two from an unknown type of cancer, 

she did not leave an heir, and Phillip II lost his English 

royal position.  When Elizabeth was brought forth to be 

crowned queen, Phillip II offered to marry her, but the 

good queen would not consider it for a moment.  

Phillip II returned home to his royal position in Spain.  

It is safe to say that he and Elizabeth never saw eye to 

eye on anything, from politics to religion.  So, now these 
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two feuding royals and their respective countries were fighting over lands in the New World.  

After the English Sea Dogs tromped all over his Spanish warships, Phillip II knew that his 

nation’s navy was no longer considered master of the sea.  England’s victory had placed 

them at the top, and more importantly, opened the New World for Protestant settlements.  It 

would be because of these Protestant English’s claims in America that the way would be clear 

for religious pilgrims to come to the New World.  

The New World had also caught the eye of the French but for a different reason.  

Because the Spanish had a strong hold on the Caribbean area and Central America, the 

French sent explorers to focus more on major sections of North America.  Like Spain (and 

many other European countries), France was interested in finding a route through the 

continents to the Far East.  Jacques Cartier (CAR-tee-AY) was a French explorer, who was 

searching for such a passageway and in the process, found the St. Lawrence River.  This 

exciting discovery led to France’s claim of a large portion of Northern America.  

Another French explorer, Robert de La Salle claimed the Mississippi River.  At first, he 

thought he was on a westwardly flowing river that would lead him to the coast of the 

continent and ultimately, to the Pacific Ocean.  Eventually, he realized that he was heading 

south, instead of west, and by the time he reached the delta region, where the “Mighty 

Mississip” exits into the Gulf of Mexico, he knew that he had discovered one of the wonderful 

treasures of this new continent.  

Unlike the English and Spanish, the French settlements in the New World were not well 

organized.  Throughout the seventeenth century, the French established trade with the Native 

American Indians.  Their settlements were predominately trading posts and forts deep in the 

wilderness.  The rivers and lakes of the northlands proved to be useful as roads for them to 

travel from one settlement to another and to transport their furs.  Some of these settlements, 

including Quebec, Montreal, and Detroit in the north, and New Orleans in the south, became 

key locations for trading with the Indians, and for housing the French soldiers stationed in 

America to protect France’s interests.  Because of the nature of the French settlements in 

America, peaceful settlers were not especially drawn to them.  Added to the uninviting 

prospect of living with a rough trapper population was the fact that the French settlements 
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were only open to French Roman Catholics.  The only non-Catholic settlers allowed to live in 

the French settlements were the Huguenots, an industrious and highly skilled group of rogue 

Protestants, who had been forced to flee France for religious reasons. 

 Although there were other European countries who sent explorers to the New World, it 

was the English, Spanish, and French who had the major holdings in the Americas by the end 

of the sixteenth century.  The Spanish concentrated mostly on mining the natural resources 

of the New World, while the French cornered the market in the fur trading industry, but as we 

will learn in the next chapter, the English gained a leading position with a completely different 

approach in developing their claims in America. 

Chapter 1
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 As the Spanish mined for gold and other precious metals, and the French traversed 

the waters of the northern lakes and rivers, with their canoes heaped with furs, the English 

interests lay in establishing permanent settlements.  Their dream was to open up the New 

World to regular citizens, to make it possible to live a normal life in comfortable homes.  

 Throughout the late 1500s, several settlements were established, but they did not last.  

Inclement weather, severe famine, poor leadership, and hostile Indians proved to be too much 

for the first small settlement established on Roanoke Island off of the coast of North Carolina 

in 1585.  Sir Walter Raleigh, an English nobleman who organized the settlement, would not 

give up, and in 1587, he placed John White in charge of a new colony.  

After establishing his group, White returned to England for supplies, not knowing that 

the war with Spain would keep him from returning to the little colony for three years.  When 

John White finally returned to America, the colony on Roanoke Island was completely gone.  

The inhabitants had disappeared without a trace, leaving only one clue, the word “Croatan” 

carved into a tree.  John White was frantic.  His daughter and baby granddaughter, Virginia 

Dare, the first English child to be born in America, were among the missing.  Had the nearby 

tribe of Croatan Indians killed everyone, or perhaps, taken them captive?  To this day, no 

one knows for sure what happened to the “Lost Colony” of Roanoke Island.    

It wasn’t until nearly twenty years later, in 1607, that England was finally able to 

establish a permanent settlement in America.  The settlers of this colony were sent from 

England, financially backed by wealthy, English merchants, to establish a moneymaking 

settlement.  The group, which consisted of a little over one hundred men and boys, many 

from the upper class, arrived in the New World with high expectations and little skill.  These 

men were accustomed to servants doing the dirty work of life, and they had no idea how to 

plant gardens, build houses, or survive in the brutal cold of winter.  The location of the 

colony was rather dubious, also.  Situated in a low-lying, marshy region on the James River, 

the malaria-carrying mosquitoes nearly drove the aristocratic businessmen out of their minds!  
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 There was one man among them, who knew what had to be done for them in order to 

survive.  John Smith was a rough and rugged man, well accustomed to hard situations.  

When he attempted to admonish the downtrodden men of the group to pick up their spades 

and work, they stubbornly refused.  It was only when the population had dropped, from the 

death of the sick and weak, that the remaining men were willing to listen to what John Smith 

had to say.  Smith used II Thessalonians 3:10 as his motto and decreed that whoever among 

them did not work, would not eat.  This command got the men moving, and soon everyone 

was working to survive.  

 Through the negotiations of a young Indian girl, named Pocahontas, the nearby Indian 

tribes also helped supply the Englishmen with enough food to get through that tough winter.  

Pocahontas was a friend of John Smith, and between the two of them, they were able to 

maintain peace between the Indians and the Englishmen.  It appeared that Jamestown would 

be a success after all, and hundreds of men from England traveled across the great ocean 

to join the original band.  Eventually there were six hundred men living in the colony. 

 The following year, John Smith was injured in a gunpowder explosion and had to 

return to England.  After his departure, relations between the settlers and the Indians 

worsened.  Living conditions continued to deteriorate, as a terrible famine plagued the 

settlement during the winter, causing many deaths.  By spring, there were only sixty men left, 

and they wanted to give up and return to England.  Just as they were preparing to set sail, 

however, ships from England arrived with more colonists and supplies.  Jamestown was soon 

thriving once again, and the dream of making money was revived.  All around the colony, a 

new crop was growing thick and tall, planted with the hopes of making Jamestown wealthy.  

Tobacco would become almost as valuable to England as the gold of Central America was to 

Spain.  England finally had a permanent and thriving colony in the New World. 

With the thriving business and the many hardworking colonists of Jamestown, it made 

it necessary to form some type of government.  The English king, across the ocean, was the 

true authority, but the colonists realized that they needed to have something in place for the 

everyday issues that they faced, the kinds of issues the king didn’t know anything about, 

because he didn’t live in the New World.  The men decided they needed a type of 
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representative government, and so the Virginia House of Burgesses began meeting in 

Jamestown in 1619. 

Every late fall, we celebrate the first Thanksgiving in America by stuffing ourselves with 

turkey and cranberries, pumpkin pie, and green bean casserole.  We have all heard the story 

of the Pilgrims and their colossal struggle to get to the New World and to survive once they 

got here.  You may be familiar with the story of the Pilgrims and the Plymouth colony, but 

for the sake of continuity in our story, let’s revisit it one more time. 

 The Pilgrims were considered to be a rather strange sect of people.  In fact, they were 

so misunderstood and so persecuted in their own country, England, they did what they had 

to do in order to worship God the way they wanted to - they moved.  At first, the king of 

England, James I, was rather antagonistic toward the group, prohibiting them from leaving 

England and imprisoning them when they tried.  

Let’s rewind just a bit to connect the dots on some of the history leading up to this 

point. This king, James I, was the predecessor of Elizabeth I, also known as Good Queen 

Bess, whom we met in our last chapter.  James’ mother was Mary, Queen of Scotts, the 

great niece of that famously crazy king, Henry VIII of England.  When Mary, Queen of Scotts, 

abdicated in order to leave the throne to her young son, James, he also became the distant 

heir to the throne of England, where his great great uncle’s daughters, Mary and Elizabeth, 

were ruling.  (Talk about a confusing family tree!)  When Elizabeth I died, leaving no heir of 

her own, James I became the king of England, while he was still the king of Scotland.  King 

James I was now king of what we call Great Britain. 

James I was suspicious of religious groups that did not fit his view of what was 

acceptable.  He was a Protestant, but only to the point of making sure all Catholics 

understood that the Roman Catholic Pope had no authority over him.  Like his ancestors 

before him, he rebelled against the Italian Pope’s authority in England, seeing it as a matter 

of politics more than religion.  When the Pilgrims separated themselves from the Church of 

England and decided to worship God the way they chose, they attracted the king’s attention.  

Chapter 2

21



 

 America was finally free and independent!  During the War for Independence, the 

colonies had been governed by the First and Second Continental Congress.  Even though the 

colonies were rather reluctant to submit to a central government, the war had proven the 

importance of such a governing body; it was becoming increasingly evident that a new type 

of government was desperately needed to replace the British rule.  In 1776, a committee had 

been appointed to submit a new plan for a better system of government.  The solution was a 

confederation, a relatively simple and loose league or association of states.  

 In 1777, a new plan, called the Articles of Confederation, was written and brought 

before the Continental Congress.  John Dickinson, the main author of the document, was a 

representative from Delaware.  The Articles of Confederation stated that the governing body, 

or Congress, would have members who were elected on a yearly basis.  
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 The states were not accustomed to having to work together in 

a timely fashion, and it took four years to complete the 

ratification process.  The biggest hold-up was an 

argument about the western lands given in the Treaty of 

Paris.  Representatives from the smaller, coastal states 

did not want the larger states, which bordered these 

new lands, to automatically receive more land.  The 

argument was finally settled by two land ordinances.  

These ordinances governed how land was divided up into 

territories and what those territories had to do to 

become a state.  Under the Northwest Ordinance of 

1787, each one of these territories had a governor 

assigned by Congress.  When a territory had five 

thousand adult, white males of voting age, they could 

elect their own governor.  When the population of the 

territory reached sixty-thousand settlers, the people could 

write a constitution for their state and submit it to 

Congress.  If their constitution guaranteed a republic form 

of government, they were accepted into the Union as a 

state.  After they became a state, they had all of the 

same rights as all of the other original states.  

Interestingly, the Northwest Ordinance made the Ohio River 

the dividing line between slave states and territories 

           and free, non-slave states.  This 

ordinance was key to the healthy growth of the country in 

the future.  It guaranteed equal rights to all states, old 

and new, big and small.  

This new congress, the Confederation Congress, also 

set other crucial examples.  For instance, it was the Confederation 

that started publishing its proceedings, which developed into 

today’s Congressional Record.  We can also thank the 
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Confederation Congress for developing the first money system based on the decimal system 

of tens and hundreds.  As you can see, although the Confederation lasted only eight years, it 

did accomplish some lasting good for our country.  

The Confederation Congress had more power than the Continental Congress, but it did 

not have the power to tax.  Even though the Confederation Congress could issue money, they 

did not have the power exclusively; if individual states wanted to issue their own money, 

there was no law against it.  In other words, there was no federal currency.  It took a lot of 

compromise to get the states to work together.  They had to agree to accept each other’s 

birth and death certificates, as well as marriage certificates.  

  

Although the Confederation Congress had accomplished a lot of good for our new country in 

its eight short years, it also failed in some crucial ways.  To be fair to the Congress, the 

weakness actually was in the Articles of Confederation themselves, not in what the Congress 

did or didn’t do.  When it came down to it, the Articles of the Confederation did not specify 

the power to anyone in particular.  The organizational weakness of the Articles was almost 

painful!  They gave the Confederation Congress no true power to enforce the few laws they 

did outline.  There were no separate branches of government to handle particular 

responsibilities.  

As time passed, it became painfully evident that the Confederation Congress really 

didn’t have any control over the economic atmosphere either.  For example, the Congress 

had no right to levy taxes or enforce consequences for those refusing to pay the taxes that 

were in place.  Because they didn’t have the power to tax, they didn’t have the power to 

gather necessary funds to run the government.  Of course, this meant that debts went unpaid 
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to soldiers, who had fought in the Revolution, and to the foreign aid loan from France.  

Everything was truly a mess. 

 The currency issue was also becoming disastrous.  Many of the separate states were 

still using their own coins, which completely tangled up the money value that the Confederate 

Congress tried to set into place.  In some locations in the states, creditors gained control of 

state legislatures and piled on illegal taxes to pay off state debt.  When small farmers and 

their families could not pay these taxes, the court came in and confiscated their property.  

As the Confederation fell apart, the citizens of the new country, the United States, wondered 

if they were going to survive or if a foreign power would see their weakness and conquer 

them. 

 Poor foreign relations escalated.  A general lack of respect for the new government 

fueled many disagreements.  Britain still had some of their troops in the western forts they 

had controlled before the war, and British ships were stopping and harassing American ships.  

American ships were being bullied by pirates and forced to pay tribute.  This was an insult, 

because it insinuated that the country was too weak to take care of itself. 

England wasn’t the only country causing trouble for our new nation.  France was also 

quickly becoming impatient and annoyed.  As the years passed and America was unable to 

repay the war loans, France became irritated.  Spain was also an issue.  Because Spain had 

substantial holdings of land in North America, the United States were nervous about the 

Spanish intentions.  Americans watched anxiously as Spain convinced the Native American 

Indians to raid frontier settlements.  Spain also refused to allow the Americans to use the 

lower Mississippi ports for trade.  

 The Confederation Congress had not gained an outstanding amount of respect on the 

home front either.  By the summer of 1786, many farmers were being forced into bankruptcy 

because of the heavy taxes, and angry mobs of them were protesting.  Daniel Shays, a 

veteran of the Continental Army, led the mob toward a federal arsenal.  The situation was 

brought under control without any fatalities, but the disturbance did bring attention to the 

voice of the people. 
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When George Washington heard about Shays‘ Rebellion, he was mortified.  He believed 

that this type of civil rebellion made his young nation look “more contemptible” than ever.  

The Congress voted to call a convention with the express purpose of creating a government 

better able to cope with the necessary issues of the young country.  The Philadelphia 

Convention would be a meeting to settle the question of what kind of government the United 

States of America would have.  Everyone knew that the country could not continue with the 

Articles of Confederation the way they were. 
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 By the year 1850, America had grown in astounding ways.  The population had 

reached thirty-one million, and prosperity was widespread.  God had blessed this land with 

resources only dreamed about in many other nations around the world.  The land and 

wilderness, navigable rivers, abundant wildlife, and trees would allow our land to enjoy 

progress in future generations also.  Despite the progress and abundance, however, our 

country was facing problems which were quite capable of tearing us in two.  Would our 

young nation survive?  Would we be strong and progressive people on the other side of this 

tangle?

In this chapter we are going to explore the decade leading up to the great, civil war 

that would rend our country’s heart and soul.  First, let us take a better look at what exactly 

separated the North and the South.  There were several issues that led the nation down the 

road to war.  These were not new issues, but they were being widely noticed and paid 

attention to for the first time in our history.  For years, compromises had held off the 

inevitable fight, but by the mid to late 1850s, there was no more room or desire to continue 

this facade. 

There were differences between the North and the South, which made it difficult to see 

eye to eye on many different issues.  The South was largely agricultural.  It was the South 

that produced most of the nation’s crops, both for consumption and for sale.  The South 

also did not have many large cities, and the cities they did have centered around agricultural 

trade.  New Orleans was the largest Southern city, with a population of 150,000.  The 

Southern upper class, which was about one percent of the entire population, were plantation 

owners who generally owned a large number of slaves.  It was this upper class that were the 

rulers of the South, socially and economically.  

In contrast to this, the North was industrialized.  Where the South had huge 

plantations worked by thousands of slaves, the North had factories operated by the many 

poor and “lower class” citizens.  The North’s great cities, many with large populations, were 
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crowded and noisy.  By the 1850s, New York had a population of well over 800,000 people.  

Thanks to the huge boom of immigration, which brought three million people to the country, 

the North’s population soared.  It is estimated that seven out of eight of these immigrants 

settled in the North or headed West.  Although the South was built by the sweat of the 

African slaves, a vast amount of the North’s industry was operated by the men, women, and 

even children of the lowest class.  These factory workers’ hours were extremely long and the 

work was grueling.  

 Slowly but surely, these hard-working immigrants bettered their living standard and 

stepped into positions of leadership in politics.  These elected officials were sensitive to the 

needs and desires of their fellow immigrants.  In New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, Irish 

voters were extremely influential in elections.  In the Midwest cities, Milwaukee, St. Louis, and 

Cincinnati, the German influence was strong. 

 These vastly different lifestyles and economics produced differing political opinions and 

views as well.  Northerners, as a general rule, were more in favor of a strong federal 

government.  Their larger population was able to pay the larger amount of taxes required to 

have more governmental programs.  Because of this, the North had more schools and higher 

education rates.  

 In contrast, many Southerners were afraid of a strong central government.  They held 

strongly to what Thomas Jefferson believed: the ideal government is local and state 

government.  You might say that the majority of the Southerners of the mid-nineteenth 

century were Antifederalists.  The South held the view that education was a private issue and 

therefore had nothing to do with the federal government.  As a result, there were fewer 

schools, because most Southerners would not pay taxes for government-run schools. 

 As you can see, the North and South disagreed sharply about almost everything.  The 

South, knowing they were in the minority, held tenaciously to their way of life and glared in 

defiance at the bigger, stronger North. 

Last, but certainly not least, the view of slavery divided the country more than any 

other issue between them.  Slavery has been around almost as long as the human race has 
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earning the name “Moses” for her bravery.  During her rescue missions, Harriet worked with 

the Underground Railroad to deliver about three hundred slaves to freedom.  

In 1852, the plight of runaway slaves and the life they endured in captivity was 

brought to the public’s attention in a unique and quite wonderful way.  Harriet Beecher 

Stowe, the daughter of a preacher and the mother of seven children, wrote and published a 

book that spun the nation on its ear.  Harriet Beecher Stowe had lost a young son to 

cholera in the year 1849, and because of this experience, she wanted to share what it felt 

like to lose a child.  The Stowe family lived in Cincinnati, Ohio, right across the Ohio River 

from Kentucky, a slave state.  Mrs. Stowe had watched the happenings of the slave trade.  

She imagined that the slave mothers felt like she had felt at the death of her son, when their 

children were taken away and sold to someone else.  

In 1850, Mrs. Stowe began writing a story, which was published in installments in the 

National Era, an anti-slavery newspaper.  In 1851, the complete story was published in book 

form.  Life Among the Lowly, also known as Uncle Tom’s Cabin, became an almost instant 

hit, selling three hundred thousand copies in one year. 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin is one of the most influential pieces of literature in American 

history.  The book served to stir the hearts of those waking up to the evils of slavery.   

Uncle Tom’s Cabin deeply affected a tall lawyer from Illinois, who had his eye on the White 

House.  Abraham Lincoln was not an abolitionist, but he was opposed to the spread of 

slavery.  His main concern was preserving the Union, and when the Democratic party split 

over the choice of their candidate, the Republicans decided Lincoln was their best choice.  

The South did not see Lincoln as their friend and declared that, if he won the election of 

1860, they would leave the Union. 
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 The beginning of the Civil War was marked prominently by the South having the upper 

hand and gaining decisive victories - but would they be able to maintain their momentum?  

President Lincoln knew that if the Union was to win the war, they needed to cut off supplies 

to the South.  The Union needed to establish a blockade along the coast to keep trade from 

getting through.  

 In order to have enough ships for a successful blockade, the Secretary of the Navy 

began buying up ships to build the fleet.  Once the sea blockade was in place, they 

concentrated on ten major ports in the South.  These ports were connected to the inland by 

railroads.    Although the South was able to slip ships through the blockade, not nearly 

enough made it through to sustain the South completely.  Eventually, the strain was too great 

for the South to bear. This blockade was largely responsible for breaking the Confederacy, 

even though it took four long years to accomplish it.  

 Another major area of attention for the North was the Mississippi River.  This mighty 

river, which flows the length of our country, from Minnesota in the north to the Gulf of 

Mexico in the south, was not only a great way to divide the South, but it was also important 

in the transporting of troops and supplies. The side who controlled the Mighty Mississippi had 

a major advantage.  

 As the war in the East waged back and forth, and each side focused on capturing and 

protecting Richmond, the war in the West centered on the goal of gaining control of the 

Mississippi River.  The North knew that if they could gain control of the river, they could 

separate Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana from the rest of the Confederacy.  The Union officer 

in charge of this part of the operation was Ulysses S. Grant.  

General Grant believed that the Union’s success west of the Appalachian Mountains 

depended almost solely on gaining control of the major rivers.  The Tennessee River, along 

with the Cumberland River, empties into the Ohio River, which is fed by smaller tributaries, 
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eventually empties into the Mississippi River.  General 

Grant concentrated his efforts on gaining control of this 

area of the Mississippi River system.  

 As Grant and his troops moved down along the 

Tennessee River, they captured Fort Henry and Fort 

Donelson - these two Confederate forts defended the 

upper Mississippi River.  With the capture of Corinth in 

1862, the Union gained control of the Upper Mississippi, 

along with access to the important southern locations.  

Next, the Union army turned their attention to gaining 

control of the southern part of the Mississippi River.  

David Glasgow Farragut, a naval officer, and General 

Benjamin Butler, a land force officer, led the campaign to 

take New Orleans at the southern end of the river. 

 The Confederates controlled the river from two forts on a peninsula.  One of their 

tactics was to stretch a huge chain across the river, only lifting it to allow Confederate boats 

to pass.  Farragut and Butler knew they had to get through this blockade.  In the darkness 

of night, they sent an advance party to unhook the chain, allowing the Union troops to  

stealthily slip past the forts.  The Confederates in the forts realized what was going on and 

opened fire on the Union troops, but it was too late. 

The Union army disabled and scattered the Confederate forces, and two days later, 

they took New Orleans.  With Butler’s troops occupying New Orleans, Farragut moved the 

Navy up the river, capturing first Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and then Nachez, Mississippi.  By 

mid-summer 1863, the Union had complete control of the Mississippi River, except for one 

Confederate outpost, Vicksburg.  Built high on a bluff above the Mississippi River, Vicksburg 

had beaten back Union troops six times, as they attempted to attack the town.  Confederate 

general John C. Pemberton had inflicted heavy Union casualties as he repelled the Northern 

forces.  
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General Grant ordered his forces to take only the supplies they could carry and come 

at Vicksburg from another direction.  Grant moved his troops to cut the railroad access to 

Vicksburg.  When Pemberton moved to cut off Grant’s supply line, he was shocked to find 

there was none.  By the time the Confederate troops made it back to Vicksburg, they were 

trapped with no escape route.  The Union troops fired on Vicksburg around the clock for six 

weeks straight.  With no food and no way to escape, the Confederates were forced to 

surrender Vicksburg.  It had taken a year and a half, but Grant had gained control of the 

entire Mississippi River.  It was July 4, 1863. 

Meanwhile, in the East, Confederate General Lee decided to turn his strategy from 

defense to offense.  His goal was to free Maryland from the Union’s control.  Doing this 

would also allow Southern farmers to harvest their crops with limited Union interference.  Lee 

also hoped to gain Britain’s assistance by showing that the South could not just defend their 

own ground, but could also take Union territory. 

Through an amazing Union discovery of a lost Confederate dispatch outlining Lee’s 

intentions, Union general McClellan made huge attacks on Lee’s lines at Antietam.  In one 

awful day, there were three battles fought.  In the end, Lee and his troops retreated across 

the Potomac back into Virginia.  Neither side called it a victory. 

In December of 1862, the Union failed to dislodge the Confederate occupying 

Fredericksburg, and lost twice as many men as the Confederates.  Union morale sank to an 

all time low.  President Lincoln was still on the lookout for a general who could consistently 

win battles in the East.  None of the leaders he had appointed had been able to strike fear 

in the hearts of the Confederates.  It was at this point that President Lincoln called in 

“Fighting Joe” Hooker. 

General Hooker confidently took 130,000 soldiers to meet up with General Lee’s 60,000 

soldiers near a town called Chancellorsville.  Lee knew Hooker was coming, and because he 

was extremely familiar with the area, he took the Union soldiers by surprise.  What followed 

is considered to be Lee’s best offensive action in the war.  The Union troops took a horrible 

beating.  The Confederates paid dearly, also, for it was at this location that Stonewall 

Jackson was mortally wounded.  General Lee stated that he had lost his “right arm” and was 
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devastated at the loss of Jackson.  The South won the battle at Chancellorsville, and the 

Union troops withdrew to lick their wounds.  

 Encouraged by the victory at Chancellorsville, General Lee planned his next move - an 

offensive invasion of a major northern town.  He believed that if he captured a city such as 

Baltimore, Maryland, Lincoln would pull troops away from the Mississippi River.  Lee also 

hoped that his hungry troops would find enough supplies and food as they made their way 

through the bountiful fields of Pennsylvania.  

As Lee marched his army through western Maryland and into Pennsylvania, he decided 

to stop in the small town of Gettysburg to purchase some badly needed supplies.  It was in 

Gettysburg that a Union scout troop saw the Confederates and scrambled to warn their 

officers of the Rebel army’s presence.  

The armies met on two ridges outside of Gettysburg.  The fighting that ensued was the 

most terrible, and probably one of the most famous battles, in the Civil War.  For three days, 

the armies faced each other down.  At the end of the first day, Lee’s troops forced the 

Northern army back, but did not break them.  On the second day, Lee attacked from the 

side, but he was beaten back.  The battle of the third day began with the heaviest fighting 

so far. 
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 At the end of the Battle of Gettysburg, 

the Union soldiers, under the newly-appointed 

General Meade, watched the Confederates 

turn and head back to Virginia, their baggage 

and wounded making a seventeen mile long train 

behind them.  General Meade did not command the 

Union troops to follow them.  At the end of the battle, 

President Lincoln assigned a new general, William T. 

Sherman, to serve in the West.  General Grant was 

brought from guarding the Mississippi area and made 

the commanding officer in the Union Army.  General 

Meade was assigned to serve under General Grant. 

Sherman and Grant worked methodically together to create a vice grip on the South. 

Their goal was to destroy any property that might supply much-needed goods to the hungry 

Southerners.  Sherman made a famous “March to the Sea,” leaving behind mass destruction 

in every village, town, and city that he and his troops swept through. 

By early to mid December, Sherman’s men had 

reached Savannah, Georgia, a Confederate port city.  

Savannah fell easily to the Union soldiers, which cut off 

the supplies that came through her harbors.  After 

defeating Savannah, Sherman turned his forces north.  

In June 1864, Grant crossed the James River 

with the intention of attacking Richmond.  To accomplish 

this, he needed to take the town of Petersburg.  General 

Lee heard of the town’s plight and came to their rescue, 

and Grant’s troops settled in for a siege of Petersburg, 

which by its end, would be eighteen months long.  By 

March 1865, Lee realized that there was no winning this 

battle, locked up in the city.  With the 54,000 men left 
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in his army, Lee tried to lure Grant out into the open.  Grant’s army outnumbered the hungry 

Confederate soldiers more than two to one; Lee had to fall back.  

Lee decided that he would try to run west with his men to find a place to regroup 

and rebuild, but Sheridan blocked his retreat.  On April 19, 1865, near the Appomattox 

Courthouse, Lee’s men tried to take one last stand.  When that failed, General Lee, 

recognizing that it was over, asked for terms of surrender.  The terms were generous.  No 

war prisoners would be kept.  Soldiers could have their horses to ride home.  Officers were 

allowed to keep their weapons.  As soon as the soldiers pledged they would not take up 

arms again, they were given enough supplies to get them home.  

As news of Lee’s surrender spread to far-reaching western troops, Confederate soldiers 

laid down their arms to return to their loved ones.  The war had taken its toll on our 

country.  Approximately one-third of the two million men, who served in the war, were killed 

or injured.  The South was hit the hardest, with one-fourth of all military-aged men, dead. 

 The war may have been over, but there was deep rooted bitterness left behind.  The 

North had won the war to keep the South in the Union and to free the slaves, but there was 

mutual distrust.  It would take decades to work past these problems, because each side 

blamed the other for the loss caused by the war. 
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